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A Study on the Differences in the Comprehension of English and Chinese Plant
Metaphors in Intercultural Second Language Learners
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Nanchang Institute of Science and Technology, Nanchang, Jiangxi 330108

Abstract : This study aims to explore the intercultural understanding of English and Chinese plant metaphors
among second language learners. Metaphor is an important element in language and culture, but
different cultural backgrounds may lead to different understandings of metaphor. Especially for second
language learners, they need to understand and use metaphors while learning a second language,
which may face some challenges. This study will focus on plant metaphor by investigating the
understanding of English and Chinese plant metaphor by second language learners and the influence
of cross—cultural factors on their understanding. The study adopted a mixed approach, including
questionnaire survey and discourse analysis. Participants were second language learners with
different linguistic and cultural backgrounds. By analyzing the data, we can understand the ability of
second language learners in intercultural metaphor understanding and explore the factors that influence
their understanding. The results of this study can provide guidance and inspiration for metaphor
understanding in second language education and intercultural communication. However, there are
some limitations to this study, and future research could further explore metaphor understanding in
other languages and cultures.

Key words : second language learners; plant metaphor; cross—cultural understanding; language and
culture; metaphor understanding; discourse analysis; cross—cultural communication
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