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How Can “Self-interest Properly Understood” Inhibit Individualism
——The Example of The American Civil War and The New Deal

Liu Cheng
Zhengzhou Police University, Henan Zhengzhou 450000

Abstract : The concept of interest has been discussed and deconstructed by many political philosophers, like
Machiavelli, Montesquieu, Descartes, Hobbes, Locke, Adam Smith, Tocqueville and so on. Tocqueville
coined the doctrine of "self-interest properly understood" based on his observation to America in
Democracy in America. The doctrine relies on the citizens belief "that by serving his fellows man serves
himself in that doing good is to his private advantage". As we know, American character is famous
for individualism and pragmatism, which also results from self-interest of human nature. The paper
lists examples of the Civil War and the New Deal to analyze how the doctrine of self-interest properly
understood combats individualism.
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