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The Advantages And Disadvantages Of “Student-Centered” Teaching Method
In Junior And Senior High School Education In Our Country, Take Language
Teaching As An Example

Dong Zhuowen

The University of Sydney, Sydney, Australia 2006

Abstract : Under the backdrop of traditional education in China, the majority of middle and high schools still
adhere to a teacher—centered teaching approach, with teachers primarily guiding classroom activities
while students play a supplementary role. Conversely, in Western countries’ middle school education,
teachers assume more auxiliary roles by organizing classroom activities and placing students at the
center and focal point of the class. These two distinct teaching approaches yield contrasting outcomes
and feedback. Presently, our country is increasingly aligning with global practices, as evidenced by the
exploration and implementation of student—centered teaching methods in numerous schools; however,
long—term experimentation is required to validate current data. In Chinese middle and high schools
where various languages are taught alongside English as the primary language instruction method,
an exclusive focus on fragmented grammar rules and vocabulary persists due to exam-oriented
educational requirements. This emphasis often neglects phonetics instruction which hampers language
learning effectiveness and impedes students’ communicative abilities. Consequently, introducing
student—centered teaching may ameliorate this situation.
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