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Analysis on the Decline and Its Impact of the Shandong Section
of the Beijing-Hangzhou Grand Canal in Modern Times

Wang Yibing, Cheng Long
School of History and Culture, Shandong Normal University, Jinan, Shandong 250014
Abstract : The Shandong section of the Beijing—Hangzhou Grand Canal holds significant importance. However,
in modern times, this section of the canal inevitably declined due to various challenges, including the
threat of Yellow River floods, malpractices in river and transportation management, frequent wars,
and changes in transportation modes. The decline of the canal in Shandong had profound impacts,
such as the decline of cities and towns along the route, large—scale unemployment and social unrest,
and reduced cultural exchanges. Despite its decline, the canal was closely related to the emergence of
modern national industry and commerce along the route. The decline of the Shandong section of the
canal still serves as a warning for us today to learn from history and protect the Grand Canal!".
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