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A study on solving strategies of CET-4 listening questions
Zhao Gang, Li Ling
Kunming City College, Kunming, Yunnan 650000

Abstract : This article first analyzes the structure and characteristics of the CET—4 listening section, including the
question type distribution and score settings of short conversations, long conversations, and passage
comprehension. Then, from the perspectives of testers and testees, it deeply analyzes the thinking
patterns and problem—solving strategies of both in the CET—4 listening test. The article discusses the
four principles of testers in question setting from easy to difficult, the order of questions is consistent
with the recorded information, the "three—thirds system" of difficulty level, the deceptiveness
and scientific nature of question setting. Next, from the perspective of testees, it analyzes four
problemsolving thinking modes thematic thinking, negative thinking, "More or less" thinking, and the "mix
and match" confusing thinking. Finally, it proposes three principles of problem—solving skills: combining
original text reproduction with synonymous substitution, selecting while listening and previewing
options, and combining screening and elimination. These analyses and suggestions aim to help testees
better improve their listening problem—solving abilities and thus effectively improve their scores in the
CET-4 listening test.
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