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Cultural attributes and temporal-spatial evolution of the Dong ethnic group’s
lifting beam ceremony

Liu Yanming, Li Yaman, Mu Mingjiang
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Abstract : This study aims to explore the cultural attributes and temporal—spatial evolution of the Dong ethnic
group's Lifting Beam Ceremony. Based on literature analysis and field research, it examines the
significance of the ceremony within Dong society, as well as the changes and challenges it faces
amidst modernization. The study analyzes the ceremony's multiple social roles in fostering family unity,
reinforcing kinship ties, and strengthening community cohesion, revealing its importance as a symbol
of Dong cultural heritage. The research finds that as modernization progresses, the content and forms
of expression of the Lifting Beam Ceremony have gradually evolved, impacting the transmission and
identity of Dong culture, while simultaneously providing a foundation for its reshaping and innovation in
a new social context. By taking the transformation of the Lifting Beam Ceremony as a focal point, this
paper further investigates common issues in the adaptation of intangible cultural heritage within multi—
ethnic cultural regions.
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