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The penetration of British and American literature knowledge in intensive
reading course for English majors
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Abstract : With the advancement of globalization and the growing frequency of cross — cultural interactions,
British and American literature, as a cultural medium, has assumed an increasingly pivotal role in the
intensive reading courses for English majors. This study aims to reveal the penetration of British and
American literature knowledge in intensive reading course and analyze its role in enhancing students'
English proficiency. The research methodology adopted in this study combines questionnaire surveys
and classroom observations. The findings indicate that students' reading comprehension, literary
appreciation ability and intercultural communication awareness have been significantly improved
through the penetration of British and American literature knowledge. Additionally, during the teaching
process, the teacher has realized that a teaching approach that combines literary background
knowledge with language functions can more effectively stimulate students' learning interest and foster
the development of their critical thinking skills, compared to a sole focus on language knowledge
impartation. However, the study also finds that the current penetration of British and American literature
knowledge in intensive reading courses is insufficient, pointing out limitations in textbook selection and
curriculum design. Based on these findings, the study proposes specific strategies and suggestions:
curriculum design should strengthen the integrated cultivation of literary literacy and language skills,
textbook selection should carefully integrate literary works with language points, and promote teachers'
professional development to enrich teaching strategies. Through scientific analysis of empirical data,
this study enriches the empirical research literature in the field of English major education and provides
practical improvement plans for intensive reading teaching in higher education institutions, which holds
significant value for guiding practice and promoting application.

Keywords : British and American literature; cultural carrier; intensive reading course; literary
permeation ; empirical education
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