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The Painter Living in the "Middle World”
-- A Brief Analysis of Paul Klee’s Artistic Concept

Zheng Yike
School of Fine Arts, Capital Normal University, Beijing 100048

Abstract : The article centers on Paul Klee's concept of the "Middle World" and analyzes his artistic viewpoints
across three dimensions. First, in the vitality dimension, Klee positions his work on the fringes of
existence, claiming an affinity with both the "unborn" and the "deceased," thereby probing the mysteries
at the core of life. Second, in the visualization dimension, he explores the boundary between the
"visible" and the "invisible," imbuing lines and colors with life to reveal the inner essence hidden beneath
appearances. Finally, in the marginalization dimension, Klee incorporates elements from primitive
art, children's art, and outsider art to build a bridge between the "marginalized" and the "normative,"
demonstrating the fusion of art with the irrational facets of the human spirit. The article also references
philosophers such as Gilles Deleuze, emphasizing that true creation and transformation occur within
this dynamic "in—between" space.
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