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The image of Africa in English literature — A case study of

Conrad’s "Heart of Darkness”

Chen Shunong
Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, Fujian 350017

Abstract : In the history of British literature, there is a long history of the construction of African images. Since
the 14th century, "Africa" has become a topic that is hard to be ignored in British literature. Sufficient
research results on the image of Africa in English literature have appeared both at home and abroad.
Nevertheless, most of them are researches on a certain writer's work or several works with African
topics, and there are few studies on the construction of the image of Africa in the English novels as one
object, which is not holistic enough. By listing the images of Africa that have appeared in British novels
since the 14th century, this paper tries to sort out the process of the flux of the collective imagination
of the image of Africa in British novels. The paper focuses on Joseph Conrad's "Heart of Darkness",
adopts the method of close reading of the text to explore the construction of African images in British
novels, and examines the ambivalent attitudes of British writers towards the construction of African
images under the influence of the colonial discourse. The image of Africa presented in British novels is
not always barbaric and monolithic, and it is by no means the real Africa, but a world constructed by
British writers under the imagination of the "other".
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