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Study on Bronze Cymbals of Shang and Zhou Ceremonies From the
Perspective of Ancient Literature

Que Shuo
Hunan University Of Technology and Business, Changsha, Hunan 410205

Abstract : The bronze cymbals of Shang and Zhou Dynasties are the material witness of the early rites and music
civilization in China. Its shape, function and cultural connotation are deeply reflected in the handed down
classics, the oracle bone and gold inscriptions and the ancient notes. Based on the "double evidence method"
as the research framework, this paper systematically reviews the records of bronze cymbals in Zhou Li, The
Book of Songs, Li Ji and other classical documents, and discusses the multiple functions of bronze cymbals
in ritual system, military service and sacrifice, combined with the oracle bones, bronze inscriptions and
archaeological objects in Yin ruins. At the same time, through the examination and differentiation of scholars'
notes from Han Dynasty to Qing Dynasty, the academic history of bronze cymbals is revealed. The research
shows that cymbals are not only the materialized symbol of the social hierarchy in Shang and Zhou dynasties,
but also the typical carrier of the philosophical thought of "carrying the instruments to conceal the rites" in
Chinese ritual and music culture. The mutual verification of its ancient records and archaeological discoveries
provides the key fulcrum for the reconstruction of the early Chinese music history.

Keywords : bronze cymbals; ritual function; mutual proof
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