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The Cultural Identity Dilemma and Reconstruction of The Protagonist in

Gurnah's "Dottie”
Xiong Ting
Fujian Normal University, Fuzhou, Fujian 350007

Abstract : "Dottie" is the third full-length novel of Gurnah, the winner of the Nobel Prize in Literature. The novel
takes Dottie as the main character and tells the story of her struggle and self-reconstruction as a
descendant of black people in the face of difficulties in the UK. There are few studies on this novel at
home and abroad, mainly focusing on intertextuality and ethical identity. This paper uses the method of
close reading to study the cultural identity predicament faced by Dottie in the novel and to analyze the
reconstruction of her own identity. Ultimately, when Dottie faced an identity crisis, she not only sought
the roots of her black culture but also gradually integrated into the British white social system, setting
an example for the diaspora.
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