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Abstract : The Yungang Grottoes are the core historical relics of the Pingcheng period of the Northern Wei
Dynasty. The staged evolution of the female image style in the Yungang Grottoes directly reflects the
complex process of the Xianbei people's transformation from the grassland culture to the Central Plains
ritual system. This paper takes the female statues of flying apsaras, bodhisattvas and donors in the
Yungang Grottoes Phase lll as the research object. Through iconographic analysis, historical document
mutual verification and cross—cultural comparison, it systematically explains the evolution of clothing
details, postures and cultural symbols. The research shows that the early statues integrated Gandhara
art and Xianbei riding and shooting culture, the middle period showed the transitional characteristics
of the mixture of Hu and Han, and the late period turned to the aesthetic paradigm of the Southern
Dynasty gentry. This transformation is not only an artistic projection of Emperor Xiaowen's sinicization
policy, but also implies deep cultural strategies such as the reconstruction of gender order and the
adjustment of social division of labor. It eventually formed the "Pingcheng Model" that combines the
grandeur of the grassland and the ritual system of the Han Dynasty, providing material evidence for
understanding the construction of ethnic identity in the Middle Ages.
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