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Emperor Wu of Jin and the Crisis of the Western Jin Dynasty

Wu Zhuanrong
School of History and Culture, Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou, Gansu 730124

Abstract: The Sima family established the Western Jin Dynasty. After the campaign against Wu, they unified
the country, putting an end to the warlord strife that had persisted since the end of the Eastern Han
Dynasty.Emperor Wu of the Later Jin Dynasty promoted agriculture and established the "Taikang
Reign of Prosperity", making significant contributions to social development. However, his "refusal to
accept" on important issues such as the selection of officials, the disbandment of state and county
troops, land consolidation, and the dethronement and enthronement of Prince Qi, Sima You, led to
serious deviations in the handling of these crucial matters by the Western Jin Dynasty, which was an
important reason for its short-lived existence.
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