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An Analysis of the Theme of Revenge in The Book of “Sou Shen Ji”

Cai Yunfei
Shaanxi University of Technology, Hanzhong, Shaanxi 723000

Abstract :

As a masterpiece of Wei and Jin mystery tales, Sou Shen Ji (Records of Spirits and Gods) presents

profound ideological connotations despite its "fragmentary narratives." This paper systematically
categorizes three types of revenge stories in the text, combining Gan Bao’ s personal philosophy with

the social context of the Six Dynasties to reveal the work’ s dual value in literary and cultural history.

The study finds: first, the revenge theme constructs a trinity narrative system of human, ghost, and
animal, reflecting the Wei and Jin people’ s pursuit of justice; second, the stories integrate Confucian,
Taoist, and Buddhist thoughts, forming a unique "cause—effect—ethical" composite concept of revenge;
third, its narrative patterns provide prototype paradigms for later literature, promoting the realist

transformation of mystery tales.
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