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Abstract:

In recent years, significant changes have occurred in the dispute resolution mechanisms for African

investments, especially under the framework of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA). As a

result, the "crossroad clauses" in traditional Bilateral Investment Treaties (BITs) face the risk of becoming

obsolete. In contrast, AfCFTA has introduced a more flexible and diverse dispute resolution mechanism

(AfCFTA-DSM). In the context of the imminent large—scale obsolescence of China—Africa predecessor

BITs, this study suggests introducing a new "“crossroad clause" for specific important countries, based

on their investment prospects and trade relations. The new clause would allow the choice between

specialized courts or expedited arbitration centers. Alternative dispute resolution (ADR) methods should

be included as supplements. For other countries, based on the existing crossroad clauses, a waiver clause

should be considered, along with clearly defined interpretation principles, to construct a dispute resolution

mechanism for China—Africa investment agreements adapted to the new context.
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