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Abstract: Against the backdrop of the coordinated advancement of the new urbanization and the Western
Development strategy, the county—level urbanization of the rural migrant population in the western region
has become a key issue in breaking the urban-rural dual structure. Based on the interactive perspective
of economic and social mechanisms, this paper systematically analyzes the formation logic of the
county—level urbanization level of the rural migrant population. The research findings are as follows: At
the economic level, county—level industrial upgrading enhances the economic capacity of the transferred
population through the expansion of non-agricultural employment and income growth. The property
income granted by the land transfer reform provides capital accumulation for urbanization. The cost-
sharing mechanism for public services alleviates the imbalance in resource allocation between urban
and rural areas. At the social level, the expansion of social networks based on primary social relations
has changed the social capital of the transferred population. Cultural adaptation policies have promoted
the transformation of the urban role of the rural transferred population through identity recognition. The
empowerment and rights protection policies of the household registration system have eliminated the
structural exclusion of urbanization at the institutional level. The policy implications of this article are to
promote the integration of industry and education to cultivate skilled talents, innovate the capitalization of
land property rights to activate initial capital, construct a participatory community governance framework
to enhance social integration, and incorporate the training of county—level urbanization of rural migrant
population into the government performance assessment system.
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