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The Classification Logic and Legislative Philosophy of the Livestock
Production System in "Tang Code Commentary”

Gao Haiming
Hainan University, Haikou, Hainan 570228

Abstract : The livestock system in "Tang Code Commentary" demonstrates the systematicness and logic of
Tang Dynasty legislation. Through the semantic stratification of "wealth" (value attribute), "object"
(use and ownership), and "production" (production and industry), it has constructed a dynamic object
classification system. Due to its characteristics of "production" and "industry", livestock products first
manifest as a kind of "production”, and in some contexts, they can also show the attributes of "wealth"
and "material". This makes there both similarities and differences between livestock products and
common possessions. In the "Tang Code Commentary", livestock products were classified into official
livestock and private livestock based on their ownership. Cattle and horses, due to their significant
strategic value, were classified and protected separately by the Tang Law. Because dogs are naturally
fond of rodents, Tang Lu imposed additional management obligations on their owners. The laws of the
Tang Dynasty balanced the economic functions and ethical attributes of livestock products through the
division between officials and private entities and refined provisions, taking into account both national
interests and private rights and interests. Although modern civil law downplays the classification of
livestock products, its dynamic classification logic and differentiated protection of living organisms
provide a historical mirror for defining the legal status of animals and coordinating property and ethical
contradictions in contemporary times.
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