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The Performance Dilemma of Orientalism: Cultural Misunderstandings and Power Narratives from Mulan to
Miss Saigon "aims to explore the expression of Orientalism in contemporary cultural products, specifically
focusing on the classic works Mulan and Miss Saigon. Firstly, this article will outline the definition and
historical evolution of Orientalist theory, and the Orientalist theoretical framework proposed by Edward
Said will thus serve as the research foundation. Orientalism is not just a vague and stereotypical fantasy
of the Eastern world, but a complex process of further strengthening Western dominance and Eastern
otherization through the shaping of power relations. Furthermore, through specific text analysis, the issue
of cultural misreading in Mulan is revealed, especially its simplification and distortion of Chinese culture,
including gender roles, family values, honor and disgrace concepts, and its gender stereotypes of Eastern
women. In addition, Miss Saigon, as another classic literary work, reveals the Western narrative style of
the Vietnam War through its plot framework, demonstrating how to recreate the tragic fate of post-war
Vietnamese women through music and stage art, and reflecting the political ecology and power dialogue
of US Vietnam relations. This article further analyzes the challenges faced by these works at the level of
performing arts, the multiple impacts of cultural misreading on performers and audiences, and points out
the importance and necessity of multicultural understanding. The solutions to these challenges mainly focus
on enhancing performers' understanding of cultural background and historical context, deepening their
understanding of Eastern cultural forms through academic research and cross—cultural communication,
and avoiding the simplified representation of traditional culture. Through the exploration of this article, we
attempt to provide some theoretical and practical references for the correct interpretation and respect of
Eastern culture in the global context in the future.
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