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Reconstruction of the Image of Guangdong in China in the Encyclopedia
During the Edo Period — Focusing on the Chinese Geography of
Guangdong in “"Wakan Sansai Zue”

Yang Yali
Guangdong Polytechnic Normal University, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510665

Abstract : Wakan Sansai Zue is a large—scale encyclopedia compiled by Terashima Ry 6 an during the Edo
period. The section on Chinese geography, particularly the entries related to Guangdong, exhibits
distinctive editorial features that differ significantly from its primary model, Sancai Tuhui. This study
employs textual comparison and source tracing methods to examine the origins and compilation
techniques of the Guangdong entries. It reveals that Terashima Ry 6 an, while referencing works
such as Dengtan Biqiu, Huayi Tongshang Kao, and Zengbu Huayi Tongshang Kao, localized
geographical data and integrated biographical narratives and descriptions of regional products into a
comprehensive narrative structure. The findings demonstrate that the Guangdong section of Wakan
Sansai Zue is not a mere reproduction of Chinese sources but represents a process of selective
adaptation, integration, and knowledge recontextualization. This process reflects the active agency
and local adaptation exhibited by Japanese scholars in the Edo period when engaging with Chinese
geographical knowledge.
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