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Between Illusion and Reality: The Attempts and Failures of Constitutional
Monarchy in the Late Qing Dynasty

Huang Linzhen, Wang Jingrong
College of History and Culture, Southwest Minzu University, Chengdu, Sichuan 610041

Abstract : During the New Policies of the late Qing Dynasty, facing internal and external crises, the Qing court
attempted to save its rule through political reforms. In 1905, the Qing court dispatched five ministers
to investigate Western constitutionalism, hoping to consolidate its rule by promoting constitutional
monarchy. However, reform measures such as the "Imperially Approved Constitutional Outline" failed
to touch the core of power distribution. Instead, they strengthened the power of the monarch and were
criticized as "pseudo-constitutionalism". Meanwhile, the reforms of the Qing court were slow and
formalistic, failing to effectively alleviate the conflicts between Manchu and Han and the social crisis.
This further aroused the dissatisfaction of the constitutionalists and local officials, creating conditions
for the anti-Qing movement of the revolutionary party. The revolutionary Party fully exploited the
hypocrisy of the Qing court's reforms and weakened the Qing court's rule through multi-dimensional
intervention means such as public opinion, military actions and social infiltration. They used public
opinion tools such as Minbao to expose the "fraud theory" and expand the social influence of anti—
Qing ideology. He launched many uprisings, although they failed, they gradually shook the power
foundation of the Qing court. In 1911, the Qing court implemented the "Newly Established Cabinet
System" and the state—owned railway policy, intensifying the conflicts among all social strata and
eventually leading to the loss of the legitimacy of the Qing court's rule.
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