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The conditions and driving forces for innovation in community governance: a
multi-source flow analysis based on the J Community "Club Leader” project

Yin Yifan , Ma Shuai
The Party School of the Communist Party of China Shanghai Municipal Committee, Shanghai 200235

Abstract : This paper takes the Community Association Manager project in J Community as the research object,
and uses the Multiple Streams Theory to analyze the conditions and driving forces of community
governance innovation. As the basic unit of social governance, the governance innovation of
communities is of great significance for achieving the modernization of the governance system and
capacity. This study innovatively applies the MST to the micro-level of communities, expanding the
theoretical application scope, and obtains data through participatory observation and interviews.
The study finds that although the MST has a certain explanatory power for the emergence of the
Community Association Manager project in J Community, this theory typically explains the selection
of existing policies within the Policy Soup. However, the minor policies in community governance
innovation often contain novel ideas, indicating the limitations of the theory in explaining such
phenomena. This research provides a reference path for similar community governance innovations,
and lays a foundation for the subsequent expansion of the application of the MST in the field of
community governance, comparison of different community cases, and research on the sustainability
and diffusibility of governance innovations.
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