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A Comparative Analysis of Chinese and Western Conceptions of Love Under
Different Sociocultural Contexts — Examining "The Story of the Stone”and
"Pride and Prejudice”
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Abstract : Love, as a central theme in literary works, has evolved across diverse cultures and historical periods,
manifesting in a rich variety of expressive forms. From the tender and lingering expressions found in
ancient poetry to the intricate complexities of interpersonal relationships in modern novels, the portrayal
of love not only reflects the specific socio—historical context of its time but also reveals the complex
interplay between human emotion and reason under different socio—cultural currents. The distinct
modes of presenting love in Chinese and Western literary works exemplify divergent interpretations
of human nature, emotion, and social norms shaped by their respective cultural traditions. Taking
the classic literary works The Story of the Stone and Pride and Prejudice as case studies, this paper
aims to explore the contrasting conceptions of love reflected in Chinese and Western literature. It will
further delve into the underlying cultural, social, and historical factors that shaped these differences.
This comparative study will contribute to revealing the underlying disparities in Eastern and Western
conceptions of love and their root causes.
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