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The Ways and Mechanisms by Which Verbs are Categorized Into Categorical
Words in Burmese

Li Kunyuan
Yunnan Minzu University, Kunming, Yunnan 650504

Abstract : This paper explores how verbs in Burmese are transformed into categorical words through specific
pathways and mechanisms. By analyzing the phenomenon of categorical words in Burmese, this
paper points out that the homomorphic phenomenon of verbs and categorical words is widespread,
and emphasizes the role of native categorical words. The article further analyzes the ways in which
verbs are categorized into categorical words, including mechanisms such as grammatical metonymy,
analogy and metaphor, revealing the importance of these mechanisms in the evolution of language.
Studies show that Burmese verbs gradually evolve into categorical words through mechanisms such
as the principle of iconicity, semantic blurring and the principle of linguistic economy, thereby enriching
the expressive power of the language. This process not only reflects the flexibility and adaptability
of the language, but also provides a new perspective for understanding the commonalities of the
languages of the Sino—Tibetan language family.
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