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Analysis of the Theoretical Logic and Internal Tension of the Communitarian
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Abstract : Since the 1970s, John Rawls' "A Theory of Justice" (1971) has reconstructed the social contract with
the "original state" theory, challenged the hegemony of utilitarianism, and laid the normative foundation
for liberalism. However, its paradigm of "rights taking precedence over good" exposed its limitations
when dealing with the capitalist crisis. Communitarianism, as a critical response, proposed the frameworks
of "constitutive self" and "common good", emphasizing that justice must be rooted in community practices
and historical contexts. This article, from the perspectives of ontology and methodology, combined with
non-Western thoughts such as Confucian ethics, reveals the limitations of liberal universalism and explores
the theoretical logic and practical value of the communitarian view of justice.
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