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Graduate education is an important cornerstone for implementing the innovation—driven development
strategy and building an innovative country. Professional degree education focuses on meeting
the needs of industry development, aiming to cultivate practical innovative talents with solid and
systematic professional foundations, strong practical abilities, and high professional qualities.
Horizontal research projects are not only a key link connecting academia and industry, but also a
core practical platform for the training of professional degree graduate students. Students deepen their
theoretical understanding through practical experience, hone their innovation capabilities in research
training, and enhance their employment competitiveness through industry connections. At the same
time, the "instructor within the university + instructor from the enterprise" collaborative education
mechanism is strengthened to promote the close alignment of talent cultivation with industry demands.
However, in the current academic evaluation system, horizontal research projects suffer discrimination
due to their low weight and difficulty in recognition, resulting in an imbalance in resource allocation towards
vertical projects in universities, compression of practical opportunities for professional degree graduate
students, and impact on the quality of training. To break this deadlock, a multi-dimensional evaluation
system needs to be constructed, setting an independent evaluation channel for horizontal projects, ensuring
that practical innovation receives the due respect, and enabling professional degree graduate students to
truly become the driving force for the transformation and upgrading of the industry.
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