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Since the “Top Ten Network Catchwords of the Year” started in 2004, network catchwords
have continuously emerged and attracted widespread attention. Scholars’ researches on network
catchwords have expanded to multiple fields such as linguistics, sociology, psychology and social
media. By applying the method of literature research, this thesis intends to deeply explore the
influence of network catchwords on teenagers’ language system construction and language use
through interdisciplinary approaches, as well as the positive and negative aspects of this influence
on the inheritance of Chinese language and culture. This study has found that, on the one hand,
network catchwords not only enriches the vocabulary and expression methods of teenagers, and
promotes their language creativity and flexibility, but also, to some extent, enhances their language
and communicative competence, providing new elements and motivation for cultural innovation, and
promoting cultural dissemination and inheritance; on the other hand, a portion of network catchwords
fails to conform to linguistic standards, lacking depth and logical coherence. Such language forms may
lead to adolescents’ confusing standard language and network catchwords, thereby constraining
the development of their linguistic cognition and resulting in a homogenization of language styles.
Consequently, this trend may pose a threat to traditional cultural norms, hinder the transmission
of Chinese culture, and diminish cultural uniqueness. Addressing these issues, this thesis proposes
corresponding guiding strategies for adolescents to appropriately treat and use standardized Chinese
language, thus fostering the inheritance and transmission of Chinese culture.
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