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From Personal History to Collective History - On the Inner
Monologue in "Beloved”
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School of Foreign Languages, Hangzhou Normal University, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 310000

Abstract : As one of the representative works of postmodern novels, Toni Morrison's "Beloved" deeply reveals
the harm of slavery to the spirits and souls of African Americans through the use of the stream —
of — consciousness technique. The novel takes the heroine Sethe's infanticide as the main line. In the
latter part of the novel, Morrison uses three chapters of inner monologue to show the spiritual world of
three women: Sethe, Denver, and the deceased daughter Beloved. Sethe's monologue reveals her painful
personal history as a victim of slavery, Denver's monologue reflects the intergenerational transmission of
slavery trauma, and Beloved's monologue symbolizes the collective memory of countless black ghosts
who died in the slave trade. Finally, the voices of the three merge in the narrative, symbolizing the transition
from personal history to collective history. Through this novel, Morrison calls on African Americans to
speak out about their history and trauma in order to remember the.
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