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The Construction of the Meaning of "Easter Eggs” in Domestic Film Series:
Narrative Principles, Cultural Expression, and Brand Building
Zhang Jing
College of Communication, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu 730030

Abstract : As a pillar industry in the film industry, mainstream commercial films exhibit characteristics of cross
media narrative and serial advancement in considering their sustainability. In the process of maturation
of the film series, "Easter eggs" as a multimodal narrative strategy not only undertake the functions
of extending the plot and enhancing entertainment, but also complete the reconstruction of meaning in
dimensions such as cultural identity and brand construction. It has become a guiding thread from film
production, audience reception to the subsequent "worldview", and Easter eggs (Surprise) originated
from the Western Easter egg hunting game, meaning "surprise”. In recent years, film producers have
often added some interesting plots to their fims and inserted a segment after the subtitles to lay the
groundwork for movie sequels. Therefore, "Easter eggs" can also be divided into two types: drama
and ending credits. Easter eggs!” as a phenomenon accompanied by text in a series of films, adding
small interests and techniques at the beginning and end of the film to achieve narrative, cultural
expression, and brand building provides a new perspective for understanding the cultural practices of
domestic film series.
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