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"Structuralism and Humanism”

— A Brief Analysis of the Spatial Characteristics of the Orphanage in
Amsterdam
Zhen Jiaqgi, Xie Juming
School of Architecture and Art Design, Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, Guangzhou, Guangdong 510006

Abstract : This article takes CIAM as the lead to introduce the formation and development of Aldo van Eyck's
ideological 'system, and on this basis, analyzes his representative work, the Amsterdam Orphanage.
Meanwhile, by reviewing Van Eyck's early experiences and ideological encounters, this paper explores
his criticism of functionalism and his re—attention to the humanistic spiritual values in architecture and
cities. The historical context and traditional human settlements inspired Van Eyck, which led to the
formation of his architectural design concepts — "Structuralism""Quantitative Aesthetics"'Dualism" and
"Humanism". These theoretical concepts support each other, with the aim of promoting architecture to
return to humanism. Through the interpretation of Van Eyck's design philosophy, an attempt is made to
restore the hidden logic in the design of the Amsterdam Orphanage - "The house is a very small city."
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