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On Wu Cheng’s Adaptation of Classical Works — Taking the Book of Rites and
the Book of Documents as Examples

Shi Rukang
Shandong University Institute of Advanced Confucian Studies, Jinan, Shandong 250100

Abstract : As a dynasty ruled by ethnic minorities, the Yuan Dynasty's development of Confucian classics exhibits
unique characteristics of integration. Wu Cheng (1249-1333), a renowned Confucian scholar of the
Yuan Dynasty and a representative figure of this transitional period, not only inherited the principles of
Neo—-Confucianism, where rulers strengthened ideological control through the veneration of Cheng—Zhu
Neo-Confucianism, but also broke free from the constraints of Song scholars, showcasing a distinct
personal style in the reconstruction of classics. One of his significant achievements in Confucian
classics was the adaptation of Confucian texts. Specifically, "Zuan Yan of The Book of Rites" and
"Zuan Yan of The Book of Documents" are his revised versions of "The Book of Rites" and "The Book
of Documents," respectively. This article aims to analyze Wu Cheng's methods of adapting Confucian
classics, the main features of his critical and adaptive approaches, and the Confucian thought revealed
in these works.
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