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Research on the Path of Innovation and Entrepreneurship Behaviors of College
Students in Vocational Colleges Based on Grounded Theory
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Abstract : Under the backdrop of cultivating new quality productive forces and deepening vocational
education reform, innovation and entrepreneurship education in higher vocational colleges urgently
requires breakthroughs in effectiveness. Addressing the current research gap characterized by an
overemphasis on static factors and insufficient dynamic analysis of behavioral pathways, this study
employs the three—level coding method of grounded theory to deconstruct the evolution mechanism
of innovation and entrepreneurial behaviors among higher vocational students, using entrepreneurial
exemplars from Jiangsu Maritime Institute as the sample. The research reveals that higher vocational
students’ innovation and entrepreneurship follow a three—stage progressive pathway: “motivation
activation- technological innovation attainment—entrepreneurial transformation implementation.” Its
essence lies in an adaptive leap process driven by the synergy of an individual's inherent qualities
and the external innovation and entrepreneurship ecosystem. This model provides both a theoretical
underpinning and a practical framework for higher vocational colleges to cultivate innovative technical
talents with greater precision.

Keywords : higher vocational colleges; innovation motivation; entrepreneurial transformation; grounded
theory; industry-education integration
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