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A Study on the Pronunciation and Auditory Discrimination of Japanese
Plosives Among Non-Japanese Major College Students

Yang Hao
Faculty of Chinese Language and Literature, Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou, Gansu 730030

Abstract : This study investigates students enrolled in the public Japanese class for graduate students at our
university, focusing on the characteristics of Japanese plosives. Voiced opposition words were
selected as the corpus for this research. Through acoustic phonetic experiments and auditory
discrimination tests, we reveal the pronunciation and perceptual capabilities concerning voiced plosives
among non-Japanese major college students. The experimental findings indicate that the degree of
oral muscle tension exhibited by the learners differs from that of native speakers, with the majority of
plosives produced by the learners being voiceless. Analysis reveals a positive correlation between the
difficulty in auditory discrimination of voiceless plosives and the onset time of voicing.

Keywords : phonetic acquisition; voicing of plosives; acoustic analysis; auditory discrimination
experiments; plosive patterns
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