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The Dilemma of Educational Imbalance Seen Through "The Clouds”
— A Warning of Extreme Rationality and Indulgent Emotionalism

Jiao Yuhan
Nanjing Normal University, Nanjing, Jiangsu 210023

Abstract : Aristophanes' "The Clouds" reveals the drawbacks of the imbalance between rationality and
emotionalism in the form of comedy. In the play, Socrates symbolizes extreme rationality, detached
from reality and abusing logic, while the father and son of Strepsiades represent the irrationality driven
by desire, using sophistry to evade debts and violate morality. These two extreme cases demonstrate
that the unilateral promotion of rational tools or the indulgence of emotional desires can both lead
to moral collapse. The essence of education should be the coordination of cognitive rationality and
practical rationality, as well as the balance of emotional desires and moral emotions, to achieve the
healthy development of personality.
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