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Research on the Mechanism for Determining the Evidential Force of Witnesses
Testifying in Criminal Proceedings
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Abstract : In criminal proceedings, the determination of the evidential validity of witnesses' testimony in court
is of great significance for ensuring judicial fairness and improving the quality of trials. However, at
present, the low rate of witnesses appearing in court and the widespread abuse of written testimony
have brought many obstacles to the determination of the validity of evidence. From the perspective
of legislation, the witness liability system is not sound, the consequences of not appearing in court are
not clearly defined, and there is a lack of rules for excluding hearsay evidence, which reduces the
necessity for withesses to appear in court. At the judicial level, the performance assessment of judges
focuses on efficiency, and prosecutors are concerned about changes in witness statements, both of
which affect the enthusiasm of witnesses to appear in court. The witness himself is constrained by
factors such as economy and security, and has a weak sense of law, thus being reluctant to testify
in court. In terms of social perception, ideas such as "shame in litigation and aversion to litigation"
still exist, and the public is reluctant to testify. To improve the identification mechanism, efforts should
be made in multiple aspects such as legislation, judiciary, witness protection and social concepts.
Relevant systems should be improved, witness protection and incentives strengthened, and legal
education and publicity enhanced to ensure that the evidential force of witnesses' testimony in court is
accurately determined and to promote the realization of judicial justice.

Keywords : criminal procedure; witnesses appear in court to give testimony; determination of the
validity of evidence; judicial justice
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