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On the Freedom of Classical Philosophers:
Taking Plato’s “Cave Metaphor” as an Example

Liang Shun
Shanghai Normal University, Shanghai 201400

Abstract : In the research context of the Greek philosophical tradition, although classical philosophers seldom
directly explored freedom, on which their ideological systems contained profound thoughts. Therefore
clarifying the connotation of classical philosophers freedom has become an important research topic.
This study employs Strauss's theory of liberal education and responsibility, Woegelin's theory of cosmic
order, and combines the methods of literature analysis and text interpretation to conduct an analysis
on the freedom from the dimensions of the relationship between the inner and outer worlds and of the
cave in the "cave metaphor", as well as the characteristics of philosophers and other characters. The
research finds that philosophers, by mastering the knowledge of the truth of the "big universe", achieve
true freedom in fulfilling the responsibility of returning to and maintaining the "small universe". However,
the sorcerers, tyrants and commoners, due to their lack of complete knowledge, found it difficult to
deal with the challenges of the "microcosm" and thus could not gain freedom. Research shows that
Plato emphasized the uniqueness of classical philosophers through the "cave metaphor", redefining
that "freedom" in classical political philosophy is not an unrestrained behavior, but a practice based on
responsibility and knowledge. This conclusion has important enlightenment for understanding classical
thought and the construction of the contemporary concept of freedom.
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