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Research on the Aesthetic Thoughts of Huizong of Song in Painting

Liu Hong
Gang District Art Museum, Taizhou, Jiangsu 225300

Abstract : This paper starts from the historical context of the Song Dynasty, which highly valued culture and
elegance. It explores the origins of Emperor Huizong of Song’ s aesthetic thoughts in painting from
three aspects: his reverence for Taoist aesthetic ideas, his aesthetic taste centered on “elegance”
(Yi), and his Neo—Confucian concept of “investigating things to acquire knowledge” (Ge Wu Zhi
Zhi). By analyzing the transformation of painting styles in the Northern Song Dynasty and Huizong’ s
representative works, this paper elucidates the aesthetic ideals and pursuits of the Song people,
and interprets the internal connection between his art and Song Dynasty aesthetics. Furthermore,
it discusses the influence of Huizong’ s aesthetic thoughts on later and contemporary painting.
Evidently, Huizong’ s aesthetic concepts in painting still hold unparalleled value in contemporary art,
especially for the “New Realism” movement.

Keywords : Emperor Huizong of Song; aesthetic thoughts of the Song Dynasty; painting; taoist
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