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Abstract :

This article explores the legal asymmetries in global data governance and their structural impacts on

countries in the Global South. It introduces the concept of "digital double standards," highlighting how
developed countries, on one hand, advocate for the free flow of data, while frequently restricting
data activities of specific countries, particularly targeting technology platforms and services from the
Global South, on the grounds of national security. Through an analysis of policy contradictions in data
localization, privacy regulation, and platform censorship, this article reveals how legal fragmentation
forms a "fragmentation trap," leading developing countries to face high compliance costs, strategic
uncertainties, and risks of technological decoupling. Drawing on postcolonial legal theory and the
discourse of digital sovereignty, this article calls for attention to the legal asymmetry dilemmas caused
by digital double standards and advocates for the collective construction of a diverse and mutually
beneficial new paradigm of data governance by emerging data economies in the Global South.
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