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Abstract :

This paper takes the full-length novel "Nonya and Baba" by Malaysian Chinese writer Fang Beifang

as the research object to explore the identity recognition of different Chinese groups in the colonial

context. Through the portrayal of three generations of Chinese (Li Tianfu, a "new immigrant" from the

south, Lin Baba, a local-born Chinese, and Lin Xibaba, the third generation), the novel reveals the in—

depth impact of colonial policies and education on the cultural identity of the Chinese. The study points

out that colonizers systematically disintegrated the national consciousness of local-born Chinese

through the "naturalization policy" and English education, and the loss of cultural identity is essentially

a product of political oppression. As a supplementary historical text, the novel not only reproduces

the living predicament of Chinese in Southeast Asia in the early 20th century, but also puts forward

profound reflections on the inheritance of Chinese culture and the autonomy of education.
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