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Abstract : Contemporary Japanese society has been moving toward Muen Shakai ("disconnected society"), a
social formation marked by the erosion of relational bonds (en). This process of muen (disconnection)
has not only taken root in everyday life but has also become a recurrent theme in recent literature. Rin
Usami's novella Idol, Burning portrays Akari, a teenage girl whose obsessive idol fandom precipitates
the collapse of her social ties, ultimately leaving her in a state of muen. Using Akari as a focal case,
this article examines both muen (disconnection) and its counterpart yuen (connectedness), elucidates
the mechanisms by which they are produced and sustained, and considers possible responses to
youth disconnection in Japan.
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