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The 2020 revised "Law on the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency" addresses pressing challenges
including juvenile delinquency at younger ages, gang-related offenses, and inadequate criminal
sanctions by establishing specialized schools for educating minors with severe misconduct. While this
system has opened a new chapter in China's juvenile justice reform, practical implementation still faces
multiple obstacles: insufficient placement of delinquent minors by judicial authorities, lack of evaluation
mechanisms, and absence of mature correctional methods. The core issue lies in the theoretical
underpinning of specialized school systems. Therefore, China should focus on resolving practical
challenges in the development of specialized schools by clarifying their educational positioning and
defining the nature of specialized corrective education. Additionally, from the perspective of protective
discipline, theoretical support should be provided for restructuring specialized schools under their
unique positioning, along with more scientific and socially—oriented construction pathways.
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