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Swinging Identities and Emotions Beyond "Worship” : The Identity
Construction and Emotional Interaction of E-sports Fans
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Abstract : Against the backdrop of the development of the e—sports industry, the micro—practices of e—sports
spectators have gradually become an important topic in the study of fan culture in the digital age.
However, this study, through in—depth interviews, found that under the dual shaping of e—sports
capital and competitive ideal emotions, e—sports fans have constructed a unique identity system that
wavers at the boundaries of the "fan" identity. They not only divert the symbolic capital of fan culture
for individual practice, but also keep a distance from the traditional fan identity through discourse
exclusion, thus forming an identity recognition with the particularity of the e—sports field. Furthermore,
this kind of anti—fan identity discourse affects their emotional connection with the players, transcending
the simple idol worship paradigm, and also faces the emotional predicament caused by the alienation
of competitive ideals.
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