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The Tension between Technical Logic and the Construction of Intimacy: A

Mediated Analysis of the Function of Tiktok as "Spark Continuation”

Chen Yuhang, Feng Yongxi, Chou Yuehao
Communication University of Zhejiang, Hangzhou, Zhejiang 320018

Abstract : In the media wave, Tiktok's "spark continuation" function, as the representative of the new social
play method of social media, has been deeply embedded in users' social interaction and intimate
relationship building. This study applies media theory, combined with online ethnography and semi—
structured interviews, to analyze this function. Research has found that its media logic is reflected in
three levels: the symbolic system of relationships, the operational path of simulation, and the interactive
mode of ritualization and gamification. In the construction of intimate relationships, there is a significant
tension between technological logic and intimate relationship practice, manifested in the contradiction
between quantitative standards and authenticity in relationship cognition, the collision of differences
between different subjects in emotional experience, and the coexistence of form expansion and
pressure resistance in interactive practice. This study provides theoretical reference for understanding
the formation and development of new intimate relationships in the digital age, and also provides
inspiration for balancing technical indicators with emotional authenticity.
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