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Dramatic Analysis and Research on the "First Movement of the Piano
Sonata Pathetique”

Yan Le
Baotou Vocational School of Art, Baotou, Inner Mongolia 014030

Abstract : The piano was Beethoven's favorite instrument. Throughout his life, he composed piano works in
various musical forms, among which the thirty—two sonatas represent a concentrated outpouring of
his inspiration. The Sonata "Path & tique" is one of his five most famous sonatas. Composed in 1799,
it stands as an outstanding masterpiece among his piano sonatas. Beethoven rarely gave titles to
his works, but "Path é tique" (Pathos) was a title he himself assigned, allowing us to perceive it as
a piece filled with passionate pathos and exuberant enthusiasm. With its grand conception, concise
techniques, and intense dramatic conflicts, it stirs the hearts of listeners. The Sonata "Path é tique" is a
truly emotional work and a typical example of Beethoven's creative style. The first movement of this
work is the most dramatic, characterized by frequent shifts in mode and tonality, tempo and dynamics,
harmonic color, etc., all of which carry a theatrical quality. Many of the compositional techniques
employed by the composer in this movement possess unique and dramatic features.

Keywords : mode and tonality; tempo and dynamics; contrast of thematic materials; harmonic color;
main and subordinate sections
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