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Abstract :

Archetypal criticism originated in the early 20th century and integrates the intellectual achievements

of multiple fields such as psychology, cultural anthropology, and literary theory. Its core lies in exploring

the essence, origin, and literary expression of "archetypes". The British anthropologist Fraser explained the

inheritance of prototypes in culture by studying cultural forms such as myths, witchcraft and rituals. Jung,

from a psychological perspective, took "collective unconsciousness" as the psychological root to explain

the origin and formation of prototypes. Fry defined archetypes as the core symbolic systems and narrative

patterns that constitute literature, and used archetypes to interpret works. These three together form the

theoretical pillar of archetypal criticism. Archetypal criticism theory provides an important perspective

for understanding the deep structure and universal meaning of myths, and opens up a new dimension

for the study of myths to explore the collective imagination and narrative roots of humanity.
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