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Cattle, Horses, Sheep: Differences In Cultural, Economic and Philosophical
Symbols Between China and France

Wang Haifeng, Zhao Binbin’
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Abstract : This study compares the symbolic significance of cattle, horses, and sheep in Chinese and French
cultures, exploring the economic, religious, and philosophical influences underlying differences. In
China, cattle symbolize diligence and morality, horses represent success and power, and sheep
connote auspiciousness and harmony; they are imbued with sacred and philosophical depth. In French
culture, cattle are more secularized, serving as an economic barometer; horses symbolize nobility and
freedom; sheep, on the other hand, are satirically associated with blind conformity at the group level.
These differences reflect the distinct values of China, which emphasizes harmony between humans
and nature and collective harmony, and France, focuses on utilitarianism, individual freedom, and a
spirit of critique.
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