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A Study of Geographical Narrative in "Beowulf ”: The Textual Construction of
Spatial Symbolism and Cultural Order

Yu Jianghong
Chengdu University of Technology, Chengdu, Sichuan 610000

Abstract : As a cornerstone of Old English literature, "Beowulf" constructs one of medieval Europe's most
intricate geographical symbolic systems. While linguistically rooted in Anglo—Saxon England, the
poem's narrative essence reflects tribal memories of Scandinavia, manifesting a trans—regional cultural
stratification. This study examines three pivotal battle sites—the power—centric Heorot, the liminal
swamp at the water—land interface, and the memory-entombed barrow—to systematically decode
how geographical narrative participates in the civilizational imagination of early Germanic societies
through a literary geography lens.
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