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Abstract : Dong Hongyou's One Hundred Dreams of Chinese Children presents the psychological activities
and ethical development of children at different growth stages through its unique portrayal of
dreams and rich animal imagery. Based on Piaget's theory of child psychology, this study divides
childhood into three stages: preoperational, concrete operational, and formal operational stages, and
analyzes the impact of animal imagery on the formation and development of children's ethical values
in these stages. The study shows that in the preoperational stage, animal imagery helps children
express emotions and initially understand ethical relationships regarding family and affection. In the
concrete operational stage, animal imagery gradually decreases, but it still plays a role in children's
understanding of responsibility, social rules, and moral norms. In the formal operational stage, animal
imagery carries more abstract ethical issues. Through the interpretation of these animal images, this
paper reveals the transformation of children's ethical views from sensibility to rationality, offering new
perspectives and methodologies for the study of children's literature and psychological development.
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