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On the Judicial Thoughts of the Two Chengs

Chen Zhehua
Law School of Hainan University, Haikou, Hainan 570228

Abstract : Two Chengs advocated constructing the institutional logic of judicial service for the people through the
progressive practice of people's livelihood of "understanding civil affairs — protecting people's interests
— caring for people's sentiments". At the educational level, it innovatively proposed the dialectical
relationship of "virtue as the main and punishment as the auxiliary" and "virtue and punishment
complementing each other", emphasizing not only the fundamental role of moral education but also
advocating that punishment should have both deterrent and educational functions. lts most innovative
and valuable idea of integrating theory and law, through the organic unity of common sense and legal
principles, creatively solved the limitations of ancient judicial technology. Typical cases show that
this method can effectively achieve the unity of fact-finding and fair judgment. The research holds
that although the judicial thought of the Two Chengs has historical limitations in maintaining the feudal
order, the concepts it contains, such as judicial service for the people, education as the foundation,
and the unity of reason, emotion and law, have significant enlightenment value for improving the
mechanism of people's livelihood security, enhancing judicial ethical quality and promoting innovation
in judgment methods in the contemporary construction of the rule of law.

Keywords : the judicial thought of the Two Chengs; thought on people's livelihood; educational thought;
combination of theory and law
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