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Abstract : This study focuses on the mitigating functions of nominal appellative terms in communication. As an important
and complex linguistic resource, nominal appellative terms not only convey social information such as the
relationship between communicators, levels of politeness, and degrees of intimacy but also demonstrate
strategic value at the pragmatic level. Although existing research has explored mitigation in discourse from
multiple perspectives, including semantics, pragmatics, and socio—politeness studies, how nominal appellative
terms achieve mitigating functions in specific contexts remains to be systematically elucidated. Based on a
review of the theoretical foundations of discourse mitigation proposed by scholars such as Lakoff, Fraser, and
Shis a, and incorporating Briz's classification of semantic—pragmatic and strictly pragmatic mitigation, this paper
further examines the mitigating mechanisms and manifestations of nominal appellative terms in communication.
The study reveals that through their vocative functions, nominal appellative terms not only identify and
locate communicative objects but also activate multiple pragmatic values when used redundantly, such as
mitigation, reinforcement, irony, and identification. Specifically, intimate and solidary appellative terms often
achieve mitigation through positive politeness, while hierarchical or honorific appellative terms tend to function
through negative politeness. In familial contexts, asymmetric appellative terms exhibit a solidary orientation
due to intimacy and shared experiences. This research not only enriches pragmatic discussions on discourse
mitigation but also provides new perspectives for understanding the social functions and politeness mechanisms
of appellative terms.
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