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Abstract : Inthe 18th—century, DuHalde’ s compilation, Description de I'Empire de la Chine, was the first work to
introduce and translate a Chinese play (the Yuan dynasty Zaju play, The Orphan of Zhao) into Europe,
marking the beginning of Sino—Western exchange in drama. This study takes the translation of Chinese
dramatic literature in Du Halde’ s work as its subject. By combining external and internal textual
analysis, it explores the socio—cultural context of the translation, examines its specific strategies for
cross—cultural dissemination, and investigates its profound and trans—temporal impact in the West.
The study argues that the translation of Chinese dramatic literature in Description de I'Empire de la
Chine was not merely a cross—cultural literary dissemination event, but a process of cross—cultural
image construction, shaped by the combined forces of specific translation motivations, strategies, and
the Enlightenment thought. And it was not just a linguistic transfer, but a process of cultural negotiation
and literary recreation. Its significance extends beyond the translation itself and is deeply embedded in
the history of 18th—century Sino—Western literary, artistic, and intellectual exchanges.
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